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Abstract 

Purpose: This paper seeks to highlight the relevance of Traditional Youth Congresses in a time 

where there is growing public scepticism about the survival of Traditional Communities, role of 

Traditional Leadership in 21st century South Africa. 

Type of paper: Viewpoint 

Findings: A lot of our elderly population is dying at an alarming rate and sadly, vital cultural 

knowledge is being lost due to poor knowledge transfer and sharing.   

Key words: Traditional Communities, Indigenous Knowledge, Knowledge Transfer, Traditional 
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Introduction 

There is growing public scepticism as to whether traditional communities and leadership has 

what it takes to survive in a constantly changing environment. Sixteen years into democracy 

many a young people have come to know the politics of the ANC and the ANCYL and other 

political parties as the only means to political advocacy and representation. Empirical evidence 

shows that the approach adopted by the ruling party (ANC) and its alliance partners on the 

future of South Africa is favoured by most young people across the cultural divide.  

Many in this age group are quick to dismiss the traditional lifestyle and its system of governance 

as a “hoax” and irrelevant to this day in age. There is clear evidence that the average psyche of a 

young person in South Africa looks up to contemporary political discourse for guidance and 

motivation.  Our cautious generalisation points to two things: 1. Recorded historical liberation 

credentials of contemporary political organisations parallels consumer advertising with regards 

fellowship 2. Due to the Oral Nature of Traditional “politics” many young people find it hard to 

believe it ever existed. Therefore it goes without saying that the story of the ANC as a political 

liberation organisation of the 1940’s is still viewed as an epic show.  

 

Pre-colonial struggle: How the dungeon gets forgotten? 

When the first Traditional Communities of Southern Africa came into contact with people of 

other races, the first struggle was to survive influence and retain what was theirs without giving 

in to the imminent change that was knocking on the door. As history (oral) has shown, 

traditional communities of pre-apartheid South Africa played a significant role in the struggle 

towards freedom and democracy. For instance, legendary names such as Moshoeshoe, Bambata 

and Makgoba, just to mention a few, still feature greatly in our history books.  Take away the fact 

that Traditional Leadership and its modus operanti during apartheid was seen by some 
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contemporary political thinkers as collaborating with the oppressive system of the time and the 

many pitfalls it has underwent, the survival and relevance of Traditional Communities and 

Leadership in this day in age is as questionable as the answers still pending. In a quest to finding 

answers to these and more, the following points are worth exploring. 

 Traditional Communities need more than just “a pad on the back” to fully participate in 

21st century South Africa. 

 Oral history faces a challenging period where a great part of traditional community life is 

being forgotten and replaced by the contemporary. 

 How many young people are actively involved in the promotion of Traditional 

Communities and Indigenous Knowledge Systems? 

 

Formation of Traditional Youth Congresses: what’s the possibility? 

Very little is known about Traditional Communities and how their Indigenous Knowledge 

Systems shaped the world we live in today. Due to the Oral Nature of Traditional Communities, 

there is a lot information and knowledge that remains untapped and unsearched. For instance, it 

is very rare to find records on Traditional Communities communication mechanisms, building 

technologies, how information is accessed, interpretation and utilisation of information that is 

in essence, oral. Partnerships are needed to deal with these issues and more. The formation of 

Traditional Youth Congresses is a step in the direction considering the growing gap between old 

and new knowledge. Mobilise, mobilise and mobilise. Get formed into a “Community of 

Practice” (Davies: 2005) and create a platform for the re-engineering of the Traditional 

Community lifestyle. A lot of our elderly population is dying at an alarming rate and sadly, vital 

cultural knowledge is being lost due to poor knowledge transfer and sharing.   
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