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Section A: Theory 

 

Question 1 

 

1 

a) Perhaps one of South Africa’s major and leading information providers, Sabinet was founded 

in 1983 as a non-profit organisation. The initial aim was to provide resource sharing and 

bibliographic services using a centralised computerised union catalogue focused strongly on 

libraries. Due to the changes in the external environment Sabinet changed its legal status from 

non-profit to private company. The end result was Sabinet Online. One of the reasons was that 

information user’s needs were changing rapidly as influenced by technology and as such 

something needed to be done to stay on par. Today, Sabinet Online provides Online Cataloguing 

through its unit Sabicat, Interlending through ReQuest, Electronic publications and Leal 

services. The website Uniform Resource Locator (URL) for Sabinet Online is 

http://www.sabinet.co.za. The bibliographic descriptions in the company’s main database were 

originally standardised according to a format called SAMARC. However, SAMARC has since 

been scrapped by South Africa for conversion into a format initially known as USMARC now 

known as MARC21 (Behrens. 1994: 52). 

 

b) Resource sharing 

Service provision is an important principle for the library as an information provider. This 

importance of service as an important principle is well illustrated in Gericke’s model of Public 

Library service (AIS3703. Only Study Guide. 2009: 37) depending on the type of library, 

resource sharing is a common concept used to ensure library users are provided with a service 

that satisfies their diverse needs. In order to achieve this, libraries cooperate with one another to 

share their stock in a manner that is both mutual and beneficial to participating libraries 

(AIS202H. Only Study Guide. 2007: 15) of critical importance is that participating libraries agree 

in principle through the drafting of a memorandum of understanding(MOU) and policies taking 

into consideration what ought’s to be shared amongst participating libraries. Apart from sharing 

information records such as books, journals, CD-ROMS and periodicals, participating libraries 

can also share their employee’s expertise, knowledge and experience as well as other essential 

such as computer hardware and software. 

 

c) National bibliographies 

A national bibliography is another form of bibliographic control tool. The main purpose of a 

national bibliography is to ensure that material produced and published within a specific country 

is compiled into a physical item that makes it easy to locate and retrieve information records 

written and published by different authors and organisations. A national library is responsible for 

creating organising and maintaining a national bibliography. Of utmost importance is that the 

National Library must device a mechanism to ensure that published material is deposited for 

bibliographic listing. In South Africa, the Legal Deposit Act is one such mechanism and a 

privilege enjoyed by the National Library of South Africa. Publishers are required as per the Act, 

to deposit a copy each of their publication to certain designated institutions. It is also part of the 

http://www.sabinet.co.za/
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National Library’s mandate to educate the public about the importance of Legal Depository and 

this is often achieved through workshops (AIS202H. Only Study Guide. 2007: 32) 

 

2 The role of Selection Aids and Internet Resource Guides in providing an information 

service 

 

Selection Aids help us identify information resources, locate and find out where the information 

can be brought. Parameters of selection aids include subject coverage, form, terms of availability 

and how suitable the information resource is. There are many selection aids available for use and 

a lot of them are produced in print form and CD-ROMS. Since they are helpful in selecting 

what’s available and suitable, selection aids are often updated regularly (Behrens. 2002: 119) 

 

Internet resource guides 

There are huge amounts of information made available everyday on the internet. Individuals and 

organisations create store, organise and disseminate information records to aid daily operations 

and help solve daily information problems. Due to the high quantity of information resources 

available on the internet, the challenge is always determining suitability for use, authority and 

subject coverage. Similar to selection aids, internet resource guides are useful in helping find and 

locate relevant information resources on the internet. In order to do this, Uniform Resource 

Locators(URL’s) of websites, publisher and author contact details such as email addresses are 

then compiled to aid users in selecting the best available material often reviewed and annotated 

by librarians (AIS202H. Only Study Guide. 2007: 70) 

 

Question 2 

 

2.1 Introduction 

Bibliographic records are useful for the identification, location and retrieval of information 

records. Standardisation ensures that creation and organisation of bibliographic records is 

performed in a uniformed way that allows for easy access and retrieval by anyone from anywhere 

in the world. This discussion will look at first, universal bibliographic control, the exchange of 

bibliographic data between countries and the creation of  computerised catalogues as advantages 

of standardisation and second, the problems of multi-lingualism as a disadvantage and a great 

obstacle in the way of effective cooperation. 

 

2.1.1 Advantages 

2.1.1.1 Universal bibliographic control 

Universal bibliographic control is defined as a process where all publicly available information is 

listed in one systematic, complete and constantly updated bibliography. Very often, National 

Libraries of different countries engage in bibliographic control by listing all publicly available 

information for their respective countries in one uniform item also known as a bibliography. 

According to Behrens (1994: 45) there is currently no universal bibliographic control except for 

attempts which were made by certain countries in the past. One such attempt was by a Swiss 

bibliographer named Conrad Gesner in 1545, whose attempt was to list all Greek, Latin and 

Hebrew books available at the time (Behrens 1994: 45). Given this need for universal 

bibliographic control, standardised bibliographic control would be useful to ensure that 
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participating countries and bibliographers use a uniform code for their work. Adherence to 

standardisation in this sense would mean that countries would be able to mutually exchange 

bibliographic data. 

 

2.1.1.2 Exchange of bibliographic data 

As mentioned in the above section, countries which participate in national bibliographic control 

are likely to be better organised to want to engage in universal bibliographic control. However, 

challenges relating to cultural, political and economic differences could mean that universal 

bibliographic control might be difficult to participate in. a solution to some of these challenges 

and more would be that some sort of agreement b reached between participating countries. 

Standards or codes are usually a good way to start. For instance, the use of Anglo American 

Cataloguing Rules (AACR2R) as agreed upon by participating countries makes it easier for 

bibliographic records to be described using standard elements of description. The general rules 

of description in AACR2R ensure that all participating countries adhere to those rules when 

cataloguing, which in essence makes it easier for bibliographic data to be exchanged between 

countries (AIS202H. Only Study Guide. 2007: 86). 

 

2.1.1.3 Computerised cooperative networks 

Since the introduction of the computer machine and its related subjects of software, internet and 

telecommunications, many countries in the world now exchange bibliographic data through 

computerised co-operative networks. Cataloguers, bibliographers, librarians and information 

scientists all over the world can now access huge amounts of data through the click of a mouse. 

Although the issue of computerised cooperative networks is not always as easy to achieve, 

especially for countries that lack the necessary technological apparatus, those who have the 

means can take advantage of computerised cooperative networks to provide better information 

services. For example, the Online Computer Library Centre is the world’s most used and 

accessible institution for information institutions all over the world. Cataloguers and 

bibliographers from participating countries can now engage in copy cataloguing through the 

OCLC (Behrens 1994: 33) 

 

2.1.2 Disadvantages 

From the above discussion, we can denote that standardised bibliographic control has 

advantages. Contrary to these advantages, there are also disadvantages. 

 

2.1.2.1 Problems of multi-lingualism 

When one looks at the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules as an international code and 

standards book for bibliographic description, the English language is thus far the only medium 

used for all text and description of the rules. Although many often argue for English as an 

international language, it is important to understand that not all countries in the world use or 

better still, recognise English as an international language. Hence, the extensive use of English 

for standardised bibliographic control raises cultural and political questions. Therefore, non-

English speaking countries might see the use of English as their reason for not participating in 

universal bibliographic control activities thereby making data exchange almost impossible. For 

instance, cataloguers in China might find it difficult to adopt the rules of AACR2R due to 
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language differences and the unavailability of translated editions of AACR2R into Chinese 

(AIS202H. Only Study Guide. 2007: 94) 

 

2.2 Conclusion 

As discussed herein, standardised bibliographic control has been shown to be a good way of 

encouraging individual countries to practice national bibliographic control in a quest to 

participate in universal bibliographic control, a vision that remains a challenge for the world. The 

availability of the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules was given as an example of how 

standardised bibliographic control could be achieved, data exchanged through centralised 

computerised catalogues although the problems of language, cultural and political differences 

remain great obstacles. In conclusion, it is important to acknowledge the attempts made thus far 

in terms of making available rules and standards for bibliographic control although much needs 

to be done to ensure more countries participate and corporate.     

 

 

Section B. Practical 

 

Example 1 

 

i Main bibliographic record in full 

 

      780 STAN 

 

The Cambridge Music Guide.  – [8th ed.]  / By Stanley Sadie with Alison Latham, [ill. by] Harold 

Barram, Paul Griffiths and Wilfrid Mellers-Large; Cambridge University Press. – Cambridge, 

2010. – xx, 485p. ; 24cm. ill. (col. photos.). Notes: includes an index and bibliographies at the end 

of each section. ISBN 0-521-25946-0 

 

2010/78 

 

ii Tracing  

 

1 Music-Cambridge 

2 Where to find Cambridge music 

I       Tittle: The Cambridge Music Guide 

II       Sadie, S 

III       Latham, A 

IV       Bartram, H 

V       Griffiths, P 

VI       Mellers-Large, W 

 

iii Added entries and reference 

 

  780 STAN 
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Music-Cambridge 

The Cambridge Music Guide. – [8th ed.]  / by Stanley Sadie with Alison Latham, [ill. by] Harold 

Barram, Paul Griffiths and Wilfrid Mellers-Large; Cambridge University Press. – Cambridge, 

2010. – xx, 485p. ; 24cm. ill. (col. photos.). Notes: includes an index and bibliographies at the end 

of each section. ISBN 0-521-25946-0 

 

2010/78 

 

References  
 

a Tracing   1   Music-Cambridge 

 

b Reference   x1 The Cambridge Music Guide 

 

a Main access point  II Sadie, S 

b Reference   xx II Stanley Sadie 

 

iv 780STAN (Call number) 

 2010/78 (Accession number) 

 

v  Numbers of AACR2R rules applied 

 

2,1B1, 1,1B1 Title proper 

2,2B1, 1,2B Edition statement 

2,2E1, 1,2C1 Statement of responsibility relating to edition 

2,4D1, 1,4D1 Name of publisher 

2,4C1, 1,4C1 Place of publication, distribution 

2,4F1, 1,4F1 Date of publication, distribution 

2,5B1 Pagination 

2,5D1, 1,5D1 Dimensions 

2,5E1, 1,5E1 Accompanying material 

2,8B1, 1,8B1 Standard number  

 

Example 2 

 

i Main bibliographic record 

020.7ALLA 

Allan, B 

E-learning and teaching in library and information services / edited by Paul Sturges with 

foreword by Jo Price; Facet Publishing. – London, 2010. – x.p. [unnumbered preliminary 

matter], 335p.; 25cm. (contains tables and diagrams, 2p. bibliography and 3p. index). – on cover: 

LIS Professional Series no.4. ISBN 1-8564-439-4 (pbk) 

 

2003/531 

 

ii Tracing 
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I Title: e-learning and teaching in library and information services 

II Allan, B 

III Sturges, P 

IV  Price, J 

 

ii Added entries and references 

020.7ALLA 

LIS Professional series no.4 

Allan, B 

E-learning and teaching in library and information services / edited by Paul Sturges with 

foreword by Jo Price; Facet Publishing. – London, 2010. – x.p. [unnumbered preliminary 

matter], 335p.; 25cm. (contains tables and diagrams, 2p. bibliography and 3p. index). – on cover: 

LIS Professional Series no.4. ISBN 1-8564-439-4 (pbk) 

 

2003/531 

 

References  

a Tracing  I e-learning and teaching in library and information services 

b Reference  x I LIS Professional series no.4 

 

a Main access point II Allan, B 

b Reference  xII Barbara, Allan 

a Tracing  III Sturges, P 

b Reference  xIII Paul Sturges 

a Tracing  IV Price, J 

b Reference  xIV Jo Price  

 

iv 020, 7 (Call number) 

    2003/531 (Accession number) 

 

v AACR2R rules applied 

2,1B1, 1,1B1 Title proper 

2,1F1, 1,1F1 Statement of responsibility 
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2,2C1, 1,1C1 Statement of responsibility relating to edition 

2,4D1, 1,4D1 Name of publisher 

2,4C1, 1,4C1 Place of publication 

2,4F1, 1,4F1 Date of publication 

2,5B1 Pagination  

2,5D1, 1,5D1 Dimensions 

2,5E1, 1,5E1 Accompanying material 

2,6B1, 1,6B1 Series statements/title proper of series 

 

Example 3 

i Main bibliographic record 

025, 06658 GUAH 

Guah, W and Currie, WL 

Internet Strategy: the road to web services solutions / by Mathew W. Guah and Wendy L. Currie 

(Warwick University, UK); Facet Publishing. – London, 2011. – v [unnumbered preliminary matter], 

323p.; 29cm. ill.(col.). on cover: Information Science series no 25. ISBN 0-521-25946-0 

 

2011/267 

 

 

ii Tracing 

 

I Title  

II Guah, W 

III Currie, WL 

IV  Series 

 

iii Added entries and references 

 

025.06658 GUAH 

 

Information Science series no.25 

Guah, W and Currie, WL 

Internet Strategy: the road to web services solutions / by Mathew W. Guah and Wendy L. Currie 

(Warwick University, UK); Facet Publishing. – London, 2011. – v [unnumbered preliminary matter], 

323p.; 29cm. ill. (col.). on cover: Information Science series no 25. ISBN 0-521-25946-0 

 

2011/267 

 

References  

 
a Tracing   I Internet strategy 

 

b Reference  xIV the road to web services solutions 

 

a Main access point IIGuah, W 
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b Reference  xIIMatthew W. Guah 

 

a Main access point IIICurrie, WL 

 

b Reference  xIIIWendy L. Currie 

 

a Tracing  IV Internet strategy 

 

b Reference  xIVInformation Science series no.25 

 

iv AACR2R rules applied 

2,1B1, 1,1B1 Title proper 

2,1E1, 1,1E1 Other title information 

2,1F1, 1,1F1 Statement of responsibility 

2,4D1, 1,4C1 Place of publication 

2,4F1, 1,4F1 Date of publication 

2,5B1 Pagination 

2,5D1, 1,5D1 Dimensions 

2,5C1 Illustrative material 

2,6B1, 1,6B1 Series statement/title proper of series 

2,8B1, 1,8B1 Standard number 

 

Example 4 

 

839,36 ROWL 

 

i Main bibliographic record 

 

Rowling, JK 

Harry Potter en Die Beker Vol Vuur / deur J.K Rowling, [vertaal deur Janie du Plessis], [geilusteer deur 

Piet Smit]; Nationale Pers. – Kaapstad, 2002. – v, 380p.; 25cm. ill. (col.). ISBN 0262-02338-5 

 

 

ii Tracing 

 

I Title  

II Rowling, JK 

III Du Plessis, J 

IV Smit, P 

 

iii Added entries and references 

 

Die Beker Vol Vuur 

Rowling, JK 

Harry Potter en Die Beker Vol Vuur /  deur J.K Rowling, [vertaal deur Janie du Plessis], [geilusteer deur 

Piet Smit]; Nationale Pers. – Kaapstad, 2002. – v, 380p.; 25cm. ill. (col.). ISBN 0262-02338-5 

 

References  

 
a Tracing   IHarry Potter 
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b Reference  xIDie Beker Vol Vuur 

 

a Main access point  IIRowling, JK 

 

b Reference  xII JK Rowling  

 

a Tracing  III Du Plessis 

 

b References xIIIJanie du Plessis 

 

a Tracing  IV Smit, P 

 

b Reference  xIV Piet Smit 

 

iv AACR2R rules applied 

 

2,1B1, 1,1B1 Title proper 

2,1F1, 1,1F1 Statement of responsibility 

2,4D1,1,4D1 Name of publisher 

2,5C1, 1,4C1 Place of publication 

2,4F1, 1,4F1 Date of publication 

2,5B1 Pagination 

2,5C1 Illustrative material 

2,8B1, 1,8B1 Standard number 

 

Example 5 

 

i Main bibliographic record 

 

021,65BILL 

Billings,HP 

Magc and hypersystems: constructing the information sharing library / by Harold Billings; 3rd edition / 

edited by Peter Cummings; illustrated by Jennifer Scott-Howard. Washington DC: Library Association; 

2003. –xii, 321p. ; 25cm. Notes: bibliographies appear at the end of each chapter, includes an index. ISBN 

08389-0834-9 

 

2003/340 

 

ii Tracing 

 

I 021.65BILL 

II Title: Magic and hyper systems 

III Billing, H 

IV Cummings, P 

V Scott-Howard, J 

 

iii Added entries and references 

 

Constructing the information-sharing library Billing, HP 

Magic and hyper systems: constructing the information –sharing library/by Harold Billings,3rd revised 

edition/edited by peter Cummings, illustrated by Jennifer Scott-Howard. Washington DC: Library 
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Association; 2003.-Xii, 32p. ; 25cm. Notes; bibliographies appear at the end of each chapter, includes an 

index. IBSN 08389-0834-9 

2003/340 

 

Reference 

 

a Tracing     II Tittle: Magic and hypes systems 

b Reference  xII Constricting the information sharing library 

  xxII Information society 

 

a Main access point   III Billing ,HP 

b Reference xIII Harold P. Billing 

 

a Tracing  IV Cummings, P 

b Reference xIV Peter Cummings 

 

a Tracing   V Scott-Howard, J 

b Reference xV Jennifer Scott-Howard 

 

iv AACRRR rules applied 

 

2,1B1, 1,1B1   Title proper 

2,1F1, 1,1F1   Statement of responsibility 

2,2B1, 1,1B1  Edition statement   

2,2C1, 1,1C1  Statement of responsibility relating to the edition  

2,4C1, 1,4C1  Date of Publication 

2,4F1, 1,4F1  Date of Publication 

2,1B1   Pagination 

2,5D1, 1,5D1  Dimension 

2,7B1, 1,15E  Accompanying material 

2,8B1, 1,8B1  Standard number 

 

 v 021,65 Bill(Call Number) 

    2003/340 (Accession Number) 

 

Example 6 
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i Main bibliographic record  

005, 3 BIJK 

Bijker, WE 

Shaping technology or building society: studies in socio-technology change / edited by Wiebe, E, Bijker 

Stuart S. Blume and Lady Pamela Armstrong-Jones. Cambridge: Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 

2009.-xi, 335p; 25cm.note:2p bibliography and 3p index. On cover: series on technology management; 

vol.10. ISBN 0-02-935281-9 

 

ii Tracing 

 

I 005, 3 BIJK 

II Bijker, WE 

III Blume, SS 

IV Armstrong-Jones, LP 

V Series 

 

iii Added entries and references 

Studies in sociotechnical change 

Bijker, WE 

Shaping technology or building society: studies in socio-technology change / edited by Wiebe, E, Bijker 

Stuart S. Blume and Lady Pamela Armstrong-Jones. Cambridge: Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 

2009.-xi, 335p; 25cm.note:2p bibliography and 3p index. On cover: series on technology management; 

vol.10. ISBN 0-02-935281-9 

 

References 

 

a Main access point  II Bijker, WE 

b Reference xII Wiebe E. Bijker 

 

a Tracing   III Blume, SS 

b reference xIII Stuart S. Blume 
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a Tracing  IV Armstrong-Jones, LP 

b reference xIV Lady Pamela Armstrong-Jones 

 

a Tracing  V Technology and management 

b Reference xxV Series on technology management; vol.10 

 

iv AACRRR   rules applied 

 

2,1B1, 1,1B1  Title proper 

2,1E1, 1,1E1  Other title information 

2,2C1, 1,1C1  Statement of responsibility relating to the edition  

2,4C1, 1,4C1  Date of Publication 

2,4D1, 1,4D1  Date of Publication 

2,1F1, 1,1F1                    Date of Publication 

2,5B1   Pagination 

2,5D1, 1,5D1  Dimension 

2,7B11, 1,5E  Accompanying material 

2,6B1, 1,6B  Series Statement 

2,8B1, 1,8B1  Standard number 

 

v 005,3 BIJK (Call number) 

   2003/15 (Accession number) 

B. Short questions 

 

Example 7 

i Main access point 

  Watt Vander, J and Joubert, S 

ii Tracing 

I Title 
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II Watt Vander, J 

III Joubert, S 

 

iii AACR2R rules applied 

2,1F1, 1,1F1 Statement of responsibility 

 

Example 8 

 

i Main access point 

Wilhelm Tell 

ii Tracing 

I Title 

II Schiller, F 

III Oberholzer, G 

IV Magubane, P 

iii AACR2R rule applied 

2,1B1, 1,1B1 Title proper 

 

Example 9 

i Main access point 

Godet, FL 

ii Tracing 

I Title 

II Godet, FL 

III Murray, A 

iii AACRRR rules applied 

2,1F1, 1,1F1 Statement of responsibility 

Example 10 

i Main access point 
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The Mishnah 

ii Tracing 

I Title 

II Neusner, J 

iii AACR2R rule applied 

2,1B1, 1,1B1 Title proper 

Example 11 

i Main access point 

Julius Caesar 

ii Tracing 

I  Title 

II Underwood, PN 

III Series 

iii AACR2R rule applied 

2,1B1, 1,1B1 Title Proper 

 

Example 12 

i Main access point 

Dickens, C 

ii Tracing 

I  Title 

II Dickens, C 

III Brink, AP 

 

iii AACR2R rule applied 

2,1F1, 1,1F1 Statement of responsibility 
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